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TAGS: PFOR, PK, IN, MMOL, MMUC 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO ON ARMS SUPPLY AND 
MANUFACTURE, NUCLEAR REPROCESSING, AND INDIAN NUCLEAR TEST 

1 . DECEMBER 2 1 PAKISTAN PRESS CARRIED TEXT OF BHUTTO 
INTERVIEW ORIGINALLY RELEASED DECEMBER 20 IN COMMEMORATION 
OF FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF PAKISTAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (PPP) 
GOVERNMENT THROUGH PPP ORGANS MUSAWAT (UDRU LANGUAGE 
DAILY) AND HILAL-I-PAKISTAN (SINDHI LANGUAGE DAILY). THE 
INTERVIEW COVERED WIDE VARIETY OF TOPICS INCLUDING ARMS 
SUPPLY, INDIAN NUCLEAR TEST, AND NUCLEAR REPROCESSING PLANT. 

2. BHUTTO STATED THAT PAKISTAN IS ATTEMPTING TO CREATE AN 
INDIGENOUS ARMS INDUSTRY. HE RECALLED THAT PAKISTAN 
HAS SUCCEEDED IN HAVING THE AMERICAN ARMS EMBARGO 
LIFTED: PAKISTAN HAS NOT ONLY ACQUIRED AMERICAN ARMS, 

BUT HAS ASKED FOR MORE. PAKISTAN HAS ALSO PURCHASED 
ARMS FROM FRANCE AND OTHER COUNTRIES, BUT HE CONSIDERED 
CHINA'S COOPERATION IN ARMS SUPPLY MOST PRAISEWORTHY. 
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3. BHUTTO TOLD INTERVIEWER HE DOES NOT THINK AMERICAN- 
CANADIAN OPPOSITION TO SALE BY FRANCE OF A NUCLEAR 
REPROCESSING PLANT TO PAKISTAN WOULD INFLUENCE THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT. 

4. THE PRIME MINISTER REGRETTED INDIA'S DECISION TO 
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CARRY OUT ANOTHER ATOMIC TEST DESPITE THE RECENT UNGA 
RESOLUTION URGING A SOUTH ASIA NUCLEAR-FREE ZONE; SUCH A 
TEST WOULD BE A VIOLATION OF THE RESOLUTION (ANOTHER IN A 
GROWING LIST OF INDIAN VIOLATIONS OF UN RESOLUTIONS). HE 
CAREFULLY TERMED THIS STATEMENT A REGRET, NOT A CRITICISM, 
AND SAID THAT IF INDIA HAD NOT OBTAINED HEAVY WATER FROM 
ONE COUNTRY, ANOTHER NATION WOULD OFFER THE COMMODITY. 
THIS SHARPLY CONTRASTS TO PAKISTAN’S PLIGHT, FOR DESPITE 
PAKISTAN’S PLEDGES NOT TO USE HER ATOMIC ENERGY PROGRAM 
TO PRODUCE NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES, PAKISTAN FACES STIFF 
OPPOSITION AGAINST HER ATOMIC ENERGY PROJECTS. HE PLEDGED 
TO ALLOW NO SUPER POWER TO UPSET PLANS TO OBTAIN THE 
REPROCESSING PLANT AND INVITED PAKISTAN'S OPPOSITION PARTIES 
TO JOIN HIM IN MAKING THIS A NATIONAL OBJECTIVE. 
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